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playing with a lot higher class musicians than
he did 30 years ago when we started. [Laugh-
ter]

Ladies and gentlemen, in country music
we truly hear America singing. It’s the honest
sound of our day-to-day triumphs and our
heartbreaks, our joy, our sorrow, our love,
and our hope. These women of country are
using their power and their skill and their
heart to make this music even richer and
more compassionate and more wonderful.

Thank you, and good night.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:44 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters
May 18, 1995

Budget Proposals
The President. I want to say something

about the discussions now going on about the
rescission bill. First of all, for me, this is not
a partisan issue at all. This is about pork. And
in this pork battle, Democrats aren’t blame-
less either. This is about pork over people.

Now, let’s look at what happened. I
worked hard with the Senate to get a big
deficit reduction bill that would protect peo-
ple and education and our efforts to raise
the incomes of the American people as much
as possible. Then they went into conference
behind closed doors and took out a lot of
the people programs that will raise incomes
and increase security to put in pork.

There’s one congressional district with
nine road projects in it; one courthouse cost
over $100 million. And those two things
alone will take over $200 million away from
our efforts to make sure our children go to
safe schools, to make sure that we can fund
our national service program to let young
people do community service work and earn
money to go to college. There is even a
project in there that gives a million dollars
to a city street. Now, what’s the Federal Gov-
ernment got to do in that?

You know, if we’re going to bring this
budget into balance, we’re going to have to
make a lot of tough decisions. We’re going
to have to have a lot of serious cuts. And

we have to change the way we do things here,
and we have to be very careful about how
we spend the money we do spend. We’ve
got to spend it on things that matter like edu-
cation and training and building up the
American people.

So, that’s my position. If they’ll get rid of
the pork, we can have a bill.

Q. Mr. President, your administration isn’t
blameless, either, though, is it? These aren’t
programs that were just put in. These are
programs that were put in the budget that
you signed off on and Democrats approved.
If it’s pork, wasn’t it pork then? Why did you
approve it?

The President. Because we’re going to cut
$16 billion out. Because a $100 million court-
house is not as important to raising incomes
as the School-to-Work program to give young
people who don’t go to 4-year universities
a chance to get good training or as a program
for women and infants to make sure they’re
properly nourished or as a program to let our
young people work in their communities and
earn money to go to college. It just doesn’t
compute.

There’s nowhere near—you know, special
interest road projects, nine in one congres-
sional district, are not as important as giving
our teachers the training they need to make
sure our students reach world-class standards
in education. The judgments are wrong. If
we’re going to get serious about continuing
the spending cuts and continuing the cuts
in the deficit, moving this thing to balance,
we cannot afford to choose pork over people.

It is a very simple choice, and it has noth-
ing to do with partisan politics. And if they
will fix it, we can have a bill.

Q. If they will put the AmeriCorps pro-
gram back in and fully fund that, would that
be enough for you? Would you then let the
rescission bill go through?

The President. For one thing, on
AmeriCorps, I didn’t ask for AmeriCorps to
be fully funded at the level that we funded
it in our budget. I only asked that it be fund-
ed at the level that the Senate—the United
States Senate passed a rescission bill with a
bipartisan vote. And all I asked the con-
ference to do was to leave the people pro-
grams, the education programs in at the Sen-
ate level. I asked the conference also to take
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out some very harmful language on the envi-
ronment dealing with the forests in the Pa-
cific Northwest which will cause us all kinds
of legal problems and headaches. I hope that
can be modified as well.

But I accepted some cuts in every—I think
we’re going to have to look at everything for
cuts, but what I asked was that we not cut
below what the Senate did. And what hap-
pened was, they cut below what the Senate
did to stick in a bunch of pork projects. And
that wasn’t right.

And I want to say this: To the people of
Oklahoma and California and Louisiana and
the other States who need the emergency
aid, they can get that aid today; they can get
that aid tomorrow with more deficit reduc-
tion than is in this bill that came out of the
conference if the Congress will just take out
the pork and put back the people.

Secretary of Commerce Ron Brown
Q. Can I ask you one question on Sec-

retary Brown? Are you concerned, sir, that
the investigation of Secretary Brown and
other Cabinet officials is giving at least a per-
ception they haven’t lived up to——

The President. Read what the Attorney
General’s referral said, and I think you will
see why I asked him to stay on.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Proclamation 6802—Prayer for
Peace, Memorial Day, 1995
May 18, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The essence of America is the quality and

breadth of the freedoms guaranteed by the
Constitution. Yet far too often in our coun-
try’s history, the price of preserving these
freedoms has been the lives of our Nation’s
young men and women and the heartbreak
of their families and friends. The light and
laughter of our lost sons and daughters can
never be replaced. But the gift of their cour-

age will always endure. America remembers
the sacrifices of those who gave their lives
to protect our liberty. For our citizens and
for freedom-loving people around the world,
they have kept democracy’s flame burning
brightly.

Forged in revolution and tempered by
more than two centuries of fighting injustice,
America has grown stronger, determined to
safeguard the blessings that have been so
hard-won. As we recall the selfless devotion
of those who have risen to defend the cause
of freedom, we resolve today that their ef-
forts shall not have been in vain. America
still holds fast to the principles upon which
it was founded, and its people still stand
bound together by our common faith in
peace. In remembrance of our fallen heroes,
we pray that peace will forever grace our
land, that it will guide relations between citi-
zens and friendships among nations, and that
our people will one day see a time when har-
mony fills the Earth.

May God comfort all who mourn.
In respect and recognition of the coura-

geous men and women to whom we pay trib-
ute, the Congress, by joint resolution ap-
proved on May 11, 1950 (64 Stat. 158), has
requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion calling upon the people of the United
States to observe each Memorial Day as a
day of prayer for permanent peace and des-
ignating a period on that day when the peo-
ple of the United States might unite in
prayer.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 29,
1995, as a day of prayer for permanent peace.
I designate the hour beginning in each local-
ity at 11 o’clock in the morning of that day
as a time to join in prayer. I urge the press,
radio, television, and all information media
to take part in this observance.

I also request the Governors of the United
States and the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units
of government, to direct that the flag be
flown at half-staff until noon during this Me-
morial Day on all buildings, grounds, and
naval vessels throughout the United States
and in all areas under its jurisdiction and con-
trol, and I request the people of the United

VerDate 14-JAN-98 08:36 Jan 20, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00031 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P20MY4.018 p20my4


